INTRODUCTION
Low birth weight (LBW), prematurity and intrauterine growth retardation (IUGR) remain to be the leading causes of perinatal morbidity, mortality, neurodevelopmental impairments and disabilities among newborn babies. [1] [2] [3] The belief that a mother's psychological status may affect her fetus has been common in every society since ancient times. Animal studies have demonstrated that exposing animals to stressors during pregnancy is associated with lower birth of fetal weights. Indonesia has a poor record when it comes to premature births. 4, 5 The 2010 World Fact Book released by WHO ranks Indonesia on the fourth place for the highest perinatal mortality rate, with 28.9 deaths per 1,000 births. Worldwide, of 15.5 million babies are born preterm every year, at least a million of whom die
Abstract
Objective: This study was aimed to analyze the relationship between the level of psychosocial stress on preterm birth and term birth.
Methods: This was a cross-sectional study, with 45 patients experiencing preterm birth and at term birth, who met the inclusion and exclusion criterias in Obstetrics and Gynecology Department of Dr. Hasan Sadikin Hospital and other hospital nearby.
Result:
The level of psychosocial stress on preterm birth was severe 64.4 %, moderate 14% and mild 2%. The comparison between the group resulted in p < 0.001 using chi-square test with confidence interval 95% and correlation coefficient was phi = 0.811. The specific psychosocial stressor were problem with in laws (p=0.001), problem with husband (p=0.003), foreclosure on a mortgage or loan (p=0.001), change in residence (p=0.001), major change in living conditions (building a new home, remodeling) (p=0.001), no monetary possession (p=0.001), major change in financial state (p=0.004), environment vulnerability (p=0.035), and being dismissal from work (p=0.014).
Conclusion:
The relationship between psychosocial stress and preterm birth was significant. The stressor included problem with in laws foreclosure on a mortgage or loan, change in residence, major change in living conditions (building a new home, remodeling, no monetary possesion, major change in financial state, environment vulnerability, and dismissal from work.
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